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                PYS ORCHESTRAL TRAINING

               NEWSLETTER

ITALY CONCERT TOUR

   The Youth Symphony, conducted by Lawrence Golan, will be touring Italy from June 8-17, 2008.  Please send your $200 deposit to Jane P. Evans, trip coordinator, by October 3 (make checks payable to Phoenix Symphony Guild).  You can bring the deposit to the information table at any Wednesday night rehearsal. We hope all Youth Symphony members will participate in this exciting opportunity!  If you have any questions, please contact Jane Evans (602) 679-6336.

   There will be parent information with Music Celebrations and the trip committee on Wednesday, September 26 at 6:30 pm in the Central High School auditorium.  

MEET THE CONDUCTORS

You are invited for sandwiches and salads with the Phoenix Youth Symphony President and Board on Sunday, October 7, 5:00 pm at the home of Janet & John Cotton (7526 N. Eucalyptus Drive-from Lincoln Drive turn north on Tatum; right on Desert Fairways and left on Eucalyptus Drive).  Come meet the conductors, enjoy music by some of our young musicians and say thank you to our former Symphonic Winds’ Conductor, Rob Hunter.  We hope you will join us!  RSVP: President – 

Dana Faris (623) 937-2521 or Director of Hospitality - Dorothy Sawyer (602) 955-2025.

UPCOMING RETREATS

Symphonette – Sept. 28-30 at 

Sky-Y

Youth Symphony – Oct. 19-21 at


Sky-Y

For each retreat you must:

1. submit a signed permission    form, and 

2. have your PYS black polo shirt.

PLEASE NOTE - SCHEUDLE CHANGE
There WILL be rehearsals for all ensembles on Wednesday, September 26 at 6:30 pm at Central High School.  The Youth Symphony will also be at Central High School – not at ASA as stated in the handbook.

PYS HANDBOOK
Make sure you have a copy of the 2007-2008 Handbook.  You need to sign and return the form stating that you have read the handbook.  Keep the handbook in a safe place so you have access to the phone numbers, information and schedule throughout the season.
ORCHESTRA FEE BALANCES

If you are on a payment plan for your orchestra fees, make sure you are sending your monthly payments to Stacey Page.  The 3rd payment is due September 30.  All balances are due by November 1.  A $25 late fee will be added to all balances not received by November 1.  
YOUNG MUSICIAN’S COMPETITION

   PYS’ forty-eighth annual competition will be held on January 5 & 6, 2008 at ASU.  The winning students in each category are eligible to compete for scholarships to renowned music camps nationwide.  The Grand Prize Winner and Clotilde Otranto Prize Winner (highest PYS Orchestral Training member score) will solo with the Phoenix Symphony at the Side-by-Side Concert on Sunday, February 10.

   The deadline for applications is November 1.  Pick up an application at the PYS information table during rehearsals.  
RETREATS

Two of our ensembles spent this past weekend in Prescott enjoying a little cooler weather!  Thank you to our conductors Mrs. Press and Mr. Johnston and the parent volunteers who worked hard to make sure that these retreats were well organized, fun and productive.
String Orchestra

   The String Orchestra had a busy weekend at Friendly Pines Camp.  They rehearsed their Fall Concert music and also practiced and performed in small ensembles.  They also had some time to get to know each other, enjoy a campfire and play the annual game of music trivia. We found out that not only are the String Orchestra members talented musicians, but they are also extremely bright, creative, clever and very entertaining!  

   Thanks to the great String Orchestra Committee, Chris Mahar, Mel & Dian Huff and Maria Maldonado for organizing this great event.  Thanks also to Sally Russell for helping as a cabin counselor and to Tracy Kross for her medical expertise!  

Symphonic Winds

  Symphonic Winds worked hard at Camp Pearlstein.  They had sectionals, seating auditions and several good rehearsals, They also had some time to get to know each other and their new conductor, Mr. Johnston.  They went on a hike and performed skits at a campfire.  

   Thanks to the Symphonic Winds’ Committee Kathy Ratliff, Shirley Phillips and Lynn Balzer for their great organization.  Thanks also to the medic, Jeff Evilsizor and to our stage manager, Curt Leaf, for transporting the percussion equipment.  A big thank you to the many parents who volunteered to be cabin counselors – Reggie & Dawn Clark, Scott Collins, Russell Denison,  Cynthia Engstrom, Eda Materassi, and Dave Smiley.

PYS WEBSITE

Please check the PYS website for weekly newsletters, information and updates.
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