
Presidentõs Message

ñBringing harmony from confusionò is a thought that came to mind recently while listening 
to our young musicians at their weekend retreat in Prescott.  These energetic, talented young 
people were getting to know each other, enjoying themselves playing games, etc., and then 
their conductors called them to rehearse.  They settled into their ensembles and performed as 
a unit.  It just is amazing what our conductors do each week at rehearsal and at retreat.   We 
thank Stacey Page, Orchestral Manager, and each of our parent groups for the marvelous job 
they do organizing the various retreats, assuring a safe and meaningful experience for each 
student.

Our season is very active right now with preparations for our Presidentôs Coffee on Sunday, 
October 7th, at the home of Janet & John Cotton.  We enjoyed listening to three youth 
ensembles perform for us while savoring food prepared by our Board of Directors.  We thank 
Dorothy Sawyer for organizing the food, and thank Lisa Kneller for organizing the young 
performers for this event.  Meeting our conductors and saying ñthank youò to our former 
conductor, Rob Hunter, was a highlight, too.    

All of our ensembles are rehearsing very hard for their concerts in November.  The month 
starts on Sunday, November 4th, at 3 p.m. with a Youth Symphony concert, ñSymphonic 
Tales,ò conducted by Dr. Lawrence Golan, at the Mesa Arts Center, Ikeda Theatre.  Cellist, 
Mr. Richard Slavich, will perform the Saint Saensô Cello Concerto No. 1 in a minor.  Also 
performed at the concert will be Barberôs The School for Scandal Overture, Baxôs Tintagel, 
and Turinaôs, Sinfonia Sevillana.  Tickets are on sale from the Mesa Arts Center box ofý ce, 
(480) 644-6500, or on line at www.mesaartscenter.com, or from any of the Phoenix Youth 
Symphony young musicians.  Ticket prices are $10 each, or $5 for children aged 3-18 and 
seniors 62 and above.  

Following that concert, on November 18th, all of our ensembles will perform at Central H.S. 
at 3:00 p.m.  They, too, are working so very hard each week, and at their retreats, so please 
support them by attending the concerts and bringing your families and friends.  Tickets will 
be on sale the day of the concert.

Our largest fundraiser for the year is the Holiday Prelude, ably led this year by Gail 
Eagleburger.  The Phoenix Youth Symphony, The Arizona Opera League, and the Phoenix 
Theatre Guild are combining efforts to bring this wonderful day of boutique shopping, 
fashions, rafþ es, and delicious food at the Phoenician Resort on Thursday, December 13th.  
Watch for your invitation, or call (623)937-2521 to make your reservation.

Whether you are listening to the Phoenix Youth Symphony ensembles perform, or listening 
to the Phoenix Symphony or the Arizona Opera, order and calmness come through the Arts.  
How fortunate we are to play a part in making that happen.  Thank you to each of our parents, 
our studentsô teachers and our many, many volunteers and supporters.  Come, be part of our 
activities.

Sincerely,

Dana Faris, 

President



Fall is always a busy time for the Orchestral Training 
Program.  Weekly rehearsals are underway, and all 
four ensembles have weekend retreats in Prescott.  
String Orchestra held their retreat at Camp 
Friendly Pines on September 15-16 with their 
conductor, Mrs. Press.  Symphonic Winds spent 
the same weekend at Camp Pearlstein with their 
new conductor, Mr. Johnston.  Symphonette was 
at Camp Sky-Y with Dr. Temme from September 
28-30, and the Youth Symphonyôs retreat is 
October 19-21at Camp Sky-Y with their conductor, 
Lawrence Golan.  The retreats are a valuable part 
of the orchestral training program. The groups 
work hard on their fall repertoire. They spend the 
weekend rehearsing with their conductors and their 
sectional coaches, auditioning for chairs, getting to 
know each other better and enjoying the cool pines 
of Prescott.  The orchestra members are extremely 
busy people!  They have demanding class schedules 
with a lot of homework, and they are involved in 
their school music programs as well as many extra-
curricular activities.  We appreciate their dedication 
and the effort they make to attend the retreats.  We 
also have many wonderful parent volunteers who 
organize the retreats, plan the activities, chaperone 
and ensure that things run smoothly.  We are 
fortunate to have such great Orchestra Executive 
Committees.  These volunteers work very hard 
every week at rehearsals and they did a great job 
planning this yearôs retreats!

We have two concerts in November. The Youth 
Symphony Fall Concert, ñSymphonic Tales,ò will 
be held on Sunday, November 4  , at 3:00 pm at 
the Mesa Arts Center.  Please see the Presidentôs 
Message for more information about tickets.  You 
can enjoy music performed by all of the PYS 
ensembles at the PYS Fall Concert on Sunday, 
November 18 at 3:00 pm at Central High School.  
Your ticket stub from the Youth Symphony Fall 
Concert can be used for admittance to the PYS 
Fall Concert on November 18.  We look forward 
to having you join us for these Sunday afternoons 
ý lled with beautiful music performed by our 
talented young musicians.  

We are preparing the membership yearbook for print 
in mid-October.  Be sure that you have sent address 
or phone number corrections to Lori Atwater with 
your membership renewal.  Life members ï please 
be sure we have your current address.  Lori Atwater, 
30348 W. Portland St., Buckeye, AZ  85396-5382  
Phone:  (623) 846-8347; email:  latwater@msn.com

We now have a Volunteer Coordinator. Kathy 
Ratliff has accepted the job.  Her duties will 
include creating a master list of all current 
PYS volunteers.  So, if you are interested in 
volunteering for any of the many volunteer 
opportunities with PYS ï Young Musiciansô 
Competition, Music Memory, ushering at one 
of our concerts, etc. please let Kathy know.  She 
can be contacted at (602)494-1138 or emailed at 
2volvofam@mindspring.com, and is available at 
any Central H.S. PYS Wednesday night rehearsal 
at the Symphonic Winds table.

One of Kathyôs sons, Trevor, played clarinet in 
PYS for several years and is now at ASU.  Kathy 
is very efý cient and has a ready smile, so please 
get to know her, and let her know if you would 
like to volunteer for PYS.

Its is with saddness that we learned of the pass-
ing of longtime member, Edith Huizingh, in early 
September, and of Gail (Arace) Warden in July.

Britany Brannon, former PYS violinist, was 
crowned Miss Teen America this summer. She re-
cently graduated from Scottsdale Christian Academy 
and is attending Pepperdine University this fall.
Congratulations, BrittanyBrittany
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